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only increase in the future. With the Internet, e-mail, and other electronic data- 
bases the amount of available information is unbelievable. Learning how to 
find the information you need when you need it is the purpose of research, 
not some dry and dull paper on a useless topic.
 I told my students that researching a topic was like being a detective. 
Lindsay Yearta uses the same analogy with her fifth graders. First, she 
provides a structured Detective Guide for them as they learn the basics of 
research. Then she guides them through the process, gradually lessening 
support to enable them to work independently.

Be the Detective!
Detectives always:
 1. Get information from a reputable source! 

My information is from:

 2. Document all information related to the source. Give credit where 
credit is due. If you use more than one source, list the others on 
the back of the guide.
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 3. Check information twice (Make sure you get the facts straight!). 
 Checked it once 
 Checked it twice

 4. Take notes . . . write it down!

 5. Put the information in your own words.
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