
4 ♦ Motivating Struggling Learners

Needs Identified by Maslow Application to Students

Aesthetic (Self-Actualization) Do I focus on my own learning 
first?

Need for Understanding
Need for Knowledge

Will I have the knowledge to be 
successful?
What level of support will I have?

Esteem Needs
Belonging Needs

Will I be successful?
What will others think of me if 
I work hard?

Security Needs
Survival Needs

What happens if I am  
unsuccessful?
Do I have the knowledge and 
skills for success?
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